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Dear European audiovisual stakeholders, 

Many thanks for your letter of 29 June signed by industry organisations representing film 

directors, as well as producing, distributing, exhibiting and sales companies supporting 

the request made by the Spanish government during the Council on education, youth, 

culture and sport on 17 May to assess the impact of VOD platforms on the EU 

audiovisual market, in particular on the relationship between the different actors in the 

value chain.” 

In this respect, the Commission can reiterate that this question of the relations between 

VOD platforms and other players in the audiovisual ecosystem is already at the core of 

the EU audiosivual policy and underpins some of the obligations imposed on VOD 

service providers as well as the legally recognised possibility for Member States to 

impose additional financial obligations. It is crucial that European players represented by 

your organisations continue to have the means to contribute to the diversity and the 

quality of Europe’s cultural offer and to benefit from IP on their creations. 

We can thus reiterate the answer given by Commissioner Gabriel at the time and assure 

you that Commissioner Breton and his services who are responsible for this file will have 

this question in mind when working on the European Media Outlook report. As 

announced under the Media and Audiovisual Action Plan this report will explore media 

trends, from technology advances to emerging production and consumption patterns, and 

analyse their potential impact on the European media market and business models. This 

will include all relevant players and their interactions in the EU media ecosystem. 
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The Media Outlook will be a broad-encompassing report on trends in the entire 

audiovisual and news media ecosystems. We are still reflecting on different options for 

the fact-finding and analysis for this report. However, we can ensure that it will build on 

relevant data, notably from the European Audiovisual Observatory. I also invite you to 

provide my services with any relevant data and information you may have from your 

own members, which could feed into the analysis of the issues you mention. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lucia Recalde 

Head of Unit 

Electronically signed on 29/07/2021 12:42 (UTC+02) in accordance with article 11 of Commission Decision C(2020) 4482
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